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Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the 

stone had been removed from the entrance. (John 20:1) 

Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in 

white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. They asked her, “Woman, 

why are you crying?”  

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” At this, she turned 

around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.  

He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?”  

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I 

will get him.” Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which 

means “Teacher”). (John 20:11-16) 

William Sloan Coffin was the chaplain at Yale University and later the Pastor at the Riverside Church in New 

York City. In an interview he gave he said this, and I quote, “Hope is a state of mind independent of the state of 

the world. So, if your heart is full of hope you can be persistent when you can’t be optimistic. You can keep the 

faith despite the evidence. Knowing only in so doing has the evidence any chance of changing. So, while I’m not 

optimistic, I always have hope.”  

Mary goes to the tomb on that morning. Jesus has been now dead a third day. When she arrives, she knows that 

she will find his body in the grave. She has all the evidence. Nothing can change what she knows. Jesus is dead. 

But then his body is gone. After trying to convince the disciples, she encounters Jesus thinking him as the 

gardener. Then when he says her name, she knows Jesus is alive.  

You can keep the faith despite the evidence. Knowing only in so doing has the evidence any chance of changing. 

In that Easter moment, Mary finds hope in the face of the evidence. The scriptures are filled with people who have 

an Easter moment: the disciples on the road to Emmaus; and like Paul on the road to Damascus.  

Easter people are prisoners to hope. It has been a difficult year of pandemic, and as much as we want to wish it 

away, it is still with us. Yet, we are an Easter people. We are prisoners of hope. The Easter proclamation is 

coming. He is risen. He is risen indeed. 

I began with William Sloan Coffin and let me close with him as well, he said, “Hope arouses, as nothing else can 

arouse, a passion for the possible.” 

As we stand this Easter morning before the empty tomb, as we hear the voice of the risen Christ, let us realize that 

as Christians, we are prisoners of hope. That we have been called to this church and to this synod in hope. A hope 

that arouses, as nothing else can arouse, a passion for the possible. In the face of all the evidence to the contrary in 

the world, we know differently. We are an Easter people. 

We have hope for the renewal of our lives. We have hope for the renewal of our church. We have hope for the 

renewal of the world. Though the power of God made evident in the day of resurrection of God’s only son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, let us go forth as prisoners of hope. 

I pray that you have a blessed Triduum and joyous Easter. 

Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 

He is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 


