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Abundant Care 

One of the things that drew people to Jesus was that he was a master communicator. Drawing 

from examples of daily life, like shepherding, fishing, and growing grapes, he helped people see 

the connections between their story and God’s story. He drew from very ordinary and familiar 

elements like bread, water, and light to describe how God is at work in our lives and the world. 

If Jesus were using imagery from our world today, it’s interesting to ponder what illustrations he 

might use to remind us of God’s presence and grace. However, even though much has changed 

from the ancient world, the “I am” sayings of Jesus, like those found in today’s gospel, are still 

amazingly relevant and tell us a great deal about how God moves among us. 

When Jesus says, “I am the good shepherd” (John 10:11), and describes how this shepherd cares 

for his sheep, he is naming God’s abundant care for each and every one of us. Perhaps you don’t 

always feel the immediacy of God’s care. There are moments in each of our lives when our 

outlook is bleak, when God’s provision doesn’t seem obvious, and when we wonder where God 

is in the midst of a trying situation. 

But as the good shepherd, Jesus does not wait for us to be able to name our needs and pain 

before he comes to heal it. Jesus knows each one of his sheep in all their particular uniqueness: 

“I know my own” (John 10:14). God the good shepherd anticipates our needs and gives 

generously so we may have life in Jesus’ name. This is a promise we can depend on yesterday, 

today, and tomorrow. 
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