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FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
These Old, Tired Eyes

After hours of watching the news on television or scrolling through social media posts on screens
big or small, your eyes can get tired. They get worn out not only from staring at the blue light of
screens, but also from the unending stream of bad news. You might go to the newspaper, your
favorite news channel, or Twitter with hopes of finding something good happening. Too often,
you find the overwhelming problems of the world. It gets old. Your eyes get tired of seeing it all.

Two wise, faithful elders were in the temple praying and eagerly awaiting the good news that
God had always promised to bring. They were filled with expectation and hope. But they were
getting quite old, and after a long time of hoping, hopes can diminish. Faith can dwindle; eyes
can get tired. Yet somehow, Simeon and Anna kept coming to the temple each day to pray and to
wait.

Then the day came. The Spirit had guided Simeon. Anna had been sustained by her faith. Their
old, tired eyes stayed open to see God’s saving acts in plain sight: Jesus was born to be the
Savior and Messiah. Simeon says: “My eyes have seen your salvation!” (Luke 2:30). Anna gives
thanks and prophesies about the redemption Jesus brings (Luke 2:38). In seeing God’s
faithfulness, their hope is affirmed and renewed.

Many faithful people wait a long, long time to see what God will do to continue the story of
salvation. Many elders among us have lived through trying times, never giving up hope, never
ceasing to pray, always expecting that God will be faithful. In Christ, our old, tired eyes have
been refreshed. All the bad news that wears us out and ages our bodies and minds is met with the
good news of Jesus: God brings healing and forgiveness to all. Our eyes have seen God’s
salvation!
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