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BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

A Hitch in the Story 

Was it wildfire nerve? Unchecked audacity? Holy purpose? The hammering of parents’ 

expectations? Maybe the privilege of being kin to Jesus? Or was it eccentricity as peculiar as his 

diet and wardrobe? What desire drove John to the wilderness, into the water of the Jordan? What 

ignited his fiery proclamation of repentance and forgiveness? What current pulled crowds from 

city and country into the water? 

One can say, rightly, that it was ordained by God, compelled by the Holy Spirit, predicted by an 

angel. Yet there is a hitch in the story. Four easily missed but utterly important words gum up the 

works of any timid or tidy explanations: “I am not worthy” (Mark 1:7). 

Something in John’s four words opens the baptismal story to torrents of wonder, floods of hope, 

drenching relief and recovery. 

For some years the two friends had been together through what we often call the thick and the 

thin. They knew this and that, bits and pieces, the here and there of one another’s lives. And not 

only the trivial. They probed each other’s shadowed corridors and crumbling edges. Still, there 

were secrets, withholdings. One day, for reasons wrapped with nothing but the ragged swaddling 

of unaccountable grace, one said to the other, “It has been such a long, lonely journey, carrying a 

suitcase filled with secrets, the shames and deceptions I’ve folded and packed.” Then he began to 

tell. To confess. A repenting, a turning. His friend’s eyes filled with tears that watered his cheeks 

and dripped into his lap. All he could say through the flood was, “I love you all the more.” 

Born literally of grace, breaking the dam of John’s four words, “I am not worthy,” is one 

stronger word, the word of the more powerful one: forgiveness. To John and to us who say, “I 

am not worthy,” Jesus answers, “Yes, yes, yes, you are.” 
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