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Unlikely Messengers 

When the angel visited Mary to tell of Jesus’ birth, he said, “Do not be afraid,” relating that she 

had found favor with God (Luke 1:30). Though Mary was young and unmarried, with this news 

she was given a place of significance in God’s story. There were echoes of this visit when the 

angel of the Lord appeared to the shepherds on the night of Jesus’ birth: “Do not be afraid,” the 

angel said, for “good news of great joy for all the people” had arrived (Luke 2:10). 

Like Mary, the shepherds were not wealthy or considered by others to be influential. Yet it was 

to them that the angels’ news was first shared. In that instant, they too were given a place in 

God’s story that would leave them changed forever. After seeing the child in the manger with 

their own eyes, they shared what they had heard and seen with anyone who would listen. 

By including a teenager and shepherds as some of the first recipients of this “good news for all 

the people,” and then using these individuals to share the good news of Jesus’ birth with others, 

God reiterates the message that this good news really is for everyone. God has chosen the 

unremarkable to be messengers and proclaimers—not the powerful, the elite, or those with 

specialized credentials. 

Today, we too receive good news of great joy. Today, we too can rejoice that we are included 

among those who have been blessed by God’s favor and who have received God’s peace, just 

like Mary and the shepherds. Having received this gift, we are encouraged to go out, using our 

gifts to share the joyful news of Christ’s birth with others. 
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